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India expects its population to jump from 
1.252 billion to 1.55 billion within 33 years. 
It adds 16 million, net gain, annually. Their 
human misery index explodes off the charts. 

In 1960, India reached 500,000,000 
people. Today, driven by religions that pro-
hibit birth control, India suffers every kind 
of social and environmental consequence 
known to humanity with its 1.252 billion 
people. Even more catastrophic, it adds 16 
million more people, net gain, annually. 

India’s major river, the Ganges, which I 
once rafted, flows into the ocean with the 
most polluted, toxic and contaminated 
waters known to humankind. It features 
trillions of gallons of untreated sewage, 
industrial waste, hundreds of chemicals and 
millions of pieces of plastic that flow into 
the ocean 24/7. That watery, chemical-ized 
conveyer belt creates a 20,000 square mile 
dead zone at the mouth of the river. Once it 
hits the Indian Ocean, those contaminated 
waters spread all over the planet – poison-
ing marine life, avian life, reefs, the ocean 
floor and all that causes deadly acidification 
throughout the planet.

Of note, the U.S.A., China and India dump 
the most plastics into the world’s oceans. 
Latest estimates show 5.25 trillion pieces of 
plastic float on and flow under the surface 
around the world killing millions of marine 
creatures annually. As per investigations by 
marine biologist, Julia Whitty, published in 
OnEarth magazine, 46,000 pieces of plastic 
trash float on every square mile of Earth’s 
oceans. We’ve known this for 20 years, but 
there is no action to stop it by creating 
incentive-driven deposit-return laws inter-

nationally.
Within India, hundreds of millions of 

people lack a toilet. Therefore, they defecate 
and urinate on the land daily. In fact, the 
Indian Express said, “Best experts tell us that 
60.4% of Indians lack a toilet.” The stench 
in the cities, the filth in the streets and the 
total contamination of soils and rivers by 
that many people injecting their waste 
upon the lands and waters 24/7 cannot be 
comprehended.

Thus, every day of the year, 1,000 Indian 
children under the age of 12 die of dysen-
tery, diarrhea, other waterborne diseases, 
and from drinking contaminated water 

(Source: www.populationmedia.org).
Yet, as India’s population accelerates by 

16 million net gain annually, they grow so 
fast, they cannot solve any of their prob-
lems. Disease and squalor top the “human 
misery index” beyond the concepts of the 
American people.

You can only imagine that India cannot 
support jobs, classrooms and housing for 
that many people added annually. Yet, there 
is not one word about population stabiliza-
tion from India’s leaders. At one point, Indira 
Gandhi attempted to bring birth control to 
India when I visited in 1984, but she failed 
because of religious-cultural norms that 

overpowered reasoned thinking.
If you look at the beauty of the Taj Mahal, 

one of the most famous landmarks of India, 
a short trip to the river next to it shows mil-
lions of pieces of plastic clogging its waters. 
And, the water features endless chemical 
poisons leaving it unfit for human or animal 
use.

In the cities, air pollution poisons the 
lungs of everyone breathing that toxic 
air 24/7. You see everyone tapping into 
electrical wires illegally; trash and stench 
everywhere; the traffic is a free-for-all that 
confounds and confuses the Western mind; 
and The National Nutritional Monitoring 
Bureau estimates that only 15% of Indians 
receive adequate nourishment daily.

As can be imagined, because of adding 
that 16 million more people annually, India’s 
wilderness suffers encroachment via roads, 
housing, mining, lumbering and other de-
velopment. Animal extinction rates soar. The 
Bengal tiger and the snow leopard will not 
survive in the wild within several decades. 
Elephants face an uncertain future. Birds of 
all kinds face extinction from loss of habitat. 
Fish and plants vanish.

With all the realities facing the people of 
India, no one raises a finger to address their 
population predicament. Even in the face of 
so much human misery, their leaders live in 
“cognitive dissonance” also known as “intel-
lectual denial of reality.”

Please realize that this country’s dilemma 
is the tip of the iceberg. At any time, we may 
witness horrific outbreaks of cholera and 
other diseases that will 
kill millions in Asia.   Cont’d on p.25
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As I write in 
late July, wildfires 
are burning 
across the 
Eurasian Arctic 
as temperatures 
soar. These 
climate extremes 
remind us every 
month of the 

urgency of the global renewable energy 
transition. Unfortunately, the global rise 
of nationalism is undermining the need 
to work together to solve these planetary-
scale environmental issues.

Protection of the environment was once 
a national interest, one of the responsi-
bilities of government to take care of the 
public interest and welfare. For decades, 
both of the major political parties in the 
U.S. supported this policy. This was the 
bargain with capitalist America that left our 
corporations free to focus on maximizing 
profit and productivity; while the govern-
ment took responsibility for the broader 
long-term interests of society and local and 
global environmental issues. Now we have 
moved into a new political era, where this 
pact has disintegrated, and business and 
far-right wing groups have combined in an 
effort to dismantle this essential protective 
role of government. 

For the business world, this is at least 
comprehensible, because only benefit 
corporations are committed to making a 
positive impact on society, their workers, 
the community and the environment in 
addition to making a profit. But the other 
strand, the rise to power of an American 
version of fascism is new. But it is one 
we must face, because so much that we 
treasure both in America and on Earth is at 
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stake.
Fortunately, this 

new American fas-
cism is not well-
disciplined like earlier 
versions in Europe 
in the last century. 
Unfortunately, its 
financial resources 
are large, because it 
has the backing of 
many corporations 
lured by reduced 
corporate taxes and 
reduced government 
regulation. If the 
gullible electorate 
can be bought this 
November, Ameri-
can democracy is in 
peril. I should say in 
disclosure that I was 
a child born into the 
wreckage of south-
eastern England in 
September 1945, so I have a bleak perspec-
tive on fascism.

The president, who yearns to be an 
absolute ruler, has aligned his interests with 
the so-called “alt-right,” a diverse collection 
of neo-fascists and white supremacists, 
along with the evangelical fundamentalists, 
who believe we should return to a white 
America with theirs the state religion. Our 
democracy is threatened because the Re-
publican Party in Congress has abandoned 
most of its values and principles; and allied 
itself with this new American fascism that 
strongly supports the president. Lies, scape-
goats and brutality are everywhere. 

The Environmental Protection Agency, 
signed into law by Republican President 

Nixon in 1970, is also threatened. Its recent 
corrupt administrator may have been fired, 
but the mission of the EPA is shifting from 
protecting human health and the environ-
ment to protecting polluting industries. 
We are undermining the protections of the 
Clean Air and Clean Water Acts to margin-
ally increase corporate profits. The Repub-
lican Party is content with this rejection of 
its long-held commitments, provided it gets 
in return re-election payments from these 
businesses. Access by government scien-
tists to the press has been curtailed to hide 
the dangers ahead from this policy shift.

Long-term issues like climate change 
and the need to shift to renewable energy 
are being buried in today’s EPA. The Earth 
may have almost infinite resources that we 

depend on; but since 
it has no money, it 
can be ignored, even 
though the down-
stream costs for life on 
Earth have become 
too vast to contem-
plate. 

But the day of 
reckoning will come. 
Our national debt and 
our future debt to the 
planet are unpayable. 
Internally the presi-
dent is attempting to 
discredit the federal 
government, and bully 
the free press in his 
quest for power. Exter-
nally, he has oscillated 
between bullying the 
rest of the world, and 
cozying up to dicta-
tors. All this has led 
to the collapse of U.S. 

authority in the world.
None of this can be papered over by 

more transparent lies. Sadly, it is hard to 
confront corruption in our government. It 
is hard to deal with the conflict between 
the mythology of our great democracy, 
with government by the people and for the 
people; and the callous whims of a presi-
dent who thinks the U.S. Constitution and 
the rule of law are dispensable. 

But confront we must. The clock is 
ticking. Our communities and businesses 
should get together this summer, and ask 
what kind of America we want.

Dr. Alan Betts of Atmospheric Research 
in Pittsford, Vermont is a leading climate 
scientist. Browse alanbetts.com. 

Arctic tundra burning. Image: Western Arctic National Parklands.

Sustainability issues exist among the filth in the Ganges River in India. Image: Wikispaces.com.


