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Warm Oceans Bring Massive Floods and Storms
By Dr. Alan K. Betts

As individuals we are all
very concerned
about our
children’s future.
In contrast, our
society ignores
the misery that
climate change
will bring to the
future of all children, as well as much of the
life on Earth. This odd disconnect, which so
many can rationalize away, reflects a clash
of values that we avoid discussing. Society
runs on an economic system where money
and profit rule, and the future is discounted.
With this strange logic, the future rapidly
becomes devalued compared to our greed
for present wealth. Life on Earth in the future, including our children’s lives, is treated
as nearly worthless.
We love our children and are proud of
our individual freedom, but we have been
fooled to tolerate an immoral economic
system, where the rich and powerful can
exploit the Earth, the poor, and our children. Yet still we chant its mantra of endless
material growth.
The truth is just the reverse. Climate
change exposes our current economic
system, based on exploitation and profit,
as both valueless and almost useless for
dealing with the future. This is hard for us
to grasp. Yet we must because the Earth
does not discount the future. It just stores
the energy from the sun that cannot escape
to space as we burn more fossil fuel, and
add greenhouse gases to the atmosphere.
It takes time for the oceans to warm and
the ice-sheets to melt, but they are warming and melting, and sea-level will rise for
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Puerto Rico as a category 4 storm, doing
immense damage. As it crossed the island,
power and communications were destroyed. I know my daughter is alive from a
brief garbled voicemail, but I do not know
where they are on the island.
Irma went on to batter Cuba, Florida
and Georgia, where millions lost power for
weeks. With no air conditioning, people
suffered in shock. But when will they realize that like us in the northeast, resilience
means well-insulated homes cooled by
efficient heat pumps run on solar power?
Climate science has been subject to
extraordinary scrutiny, because so much is
at stake. Dealing with climate change requires fundamental changes in our political,
economic and financial system, and society
doesn’t want to face this. Protecting wealth
and profits now is more important than the
future of our children and of life of Earth.
Denial is the only way that the rich and
powerful can try to hide from the savagery
of this strategy.
For 50 years I have studied weather and
climate science. Long ago in what we call
the Carboniferous period, lush vegetation
in a tropical hot-house climate removed
CO2 from the atmosphere for millions of
years, and laid it down in the oceans to produce the fossil fuels. As CO2 in the air fell,
the earth cooled and eventually the icecaps
formed. If we burn all these fossil fuels this
century, we will push the Earth once again
back to a hothouse climate with disastrous
consequences. Right now we are wasting
our time and our resources. It is time we
changed course, and made the rapid shift
to an energy efficient society, powered by
renewable energy.
Dr. Alan Betts of Atmospheric Research
in Pittsford, Vermont is a leading climate
scientist. Browse alanbetts.com.
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VT Climate Action Commission: Transportation,
Trout, and Regionalism in Sustainability
By Kirsti Blow, Center for Research on Vermont

As Vermonters begin to welcome fall,
the state’s environment goes through its
many visible changes – and as the legislative session looms, policy concerns are
coloring the public discourse.
The prevalence of “fuel poverty” is a
hotbed issue likely to be contested, especially following Efficiency Vermont’s recent report documenting energy expenditures and burdens. The study found that
transportation costs—for which there are
few assistance programs, especially in rural regions—made up the largest portion
of energy spending.

Thermal (heat) and electricity spending,
however, also constituted a significant
amount of the energy cost. In parts of
Rutland and St. Albans, the combined
average electricity and thermal burdens
were estimated to be over 12 percent of
median income.
Definitions of fuel poverty are variable,
but families spending more than 6 to 10
percent of household income on heating
and electricity costs are considered to be
living under the umbrella of fuel poverty.
Under these standards, some Vermonters
are highly fuel impoverished—a reality
that becomes inescapable when winter
descends.
This issue may be something of a
surprise to citizens who view the state
as a hub of sustainable energy. To be fair,
the Vermont government is unusual in
its promotion of green energy—and has
created a regional identity characterized
by environmentalism and independence
from the status quo.
Richard Kujawa and his associates
at Saint Michael’s College studied this
phenomenon in a recent paper, examining Vermont’s relationship with Quebec
and the Vermont-Canada border as a
“regionalism” in sustainability. The authors
see this as a facet of a larger movement
toward regional sustainability, even as
society collectively faces the global need

to reduce emissions.
Within Vermont’s borders, degrees of
sustainability have varied across different
sectors and environmental components.
The state’s wooded areas are under the
constant siege of suburban and residential sprawl—1,500 acres of forestland
disappear annually, according to a recent
study conducted by Wildlands and
Woodlands. That figure leaps to 24,000
lost acres each year when the margins are
expanded to the entirety of New England’s forests.
Although Vermont’s vanishing forestland is dire for species that called the
newly developed areas home, all is not
lost for the state’s wildlife. On the contrary, wild brook trout populations have
remained stable since the 1950s, according to a new report by Vermont Fish and
Wildlife.
After collecting data from 138 streams
within 17 watersheds, the researchers
found that the state’s official cold water
fish is thriving—despite the specie’s decline as a whole.
This is especially good news for
Vermont’s aquatic environments—since
brook trout need cold, clean water at
high elevations to survive, their survival
is indicative of a healthy freshwater ecosystem.
The state has made definitive strides

toward sustainability, but still requires
unyielding attention—from citizens and
lawmakers alike—to ensure that we
continue to collectively prioritize “green”
initiatives.
Kirsti Blow is a junior public communication major at University of Vermont. She
writes the briefs for UVM’s Vermont research
newsletter published by the Center for
Research on Vermont. Learn more at
http://www.uvm.edu/~crvt/. Kirsti is also a
communications and marketing intern for
NOFA-VT.
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payment was required to go solar, the
project received a $7,000 challenge grant
from a donor-advised fund at the New
Hampshire Charitable Foundation.
“We feed the hungry and shelter those
without a home. Our mission is possible
only because of our volunteers and our
supporters, and, as an organization, we
are able to direct the generous bounty of
the earth to those in need,” Reinke said.
The Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter’s
website is www.nsks.org. ReVision Energy’s
website is www.RevisionEnergy.com.

