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Clarity and Courage Are Needed Now
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Trump, Ticks, and Wind

After a cool 
March, the 
daffodils and for-
sythia bloomed 
relatively late 
around mid-April. 
But the maple 
trees bloomed 
early and leaf-
out started in 
late-April, as if 

they were unaware of the cool tempera-
tures in March. A long period of unusually 
cool, cloudy, wet weather with very slowly 
moving jet stream patterns followed in May. 
Potatoes, broccoli, peas and lettuce are 
flourishing in our garden. 

The most exciting aspect of giving talks 
on climate change this year is that a public 
awakening is underway. I have seen capac-
ity audiences with a new intense enthusi-
asm. This took quite a shock, but now more 
people realize they must stand up, and they 
must act. For the faint-hearted, it helps that 
this is the final decade to drop our global 
emissions of fossil carbon, and still have an 
even chance of just squeaking below criti-
cal earth system thresholds. 

The March for Science on Earth Day 
exemplified this. Most scientists never 
thought they had to stand up and be count-
ed. They were a rather comfortable part of 
the Establishment; perhaps too comfort-
able in their academic worlds. Now they 
realize that they bear some real responsibil-
ity for the truth, not just in science, but a 
social responsibility for the truth in society. 
They must protect the concept of honesty 
against a corrupt political system; and make 
a lot more effort to reach out since we need 
a knowledgeable public. Otherwise the 
democratic enterprise collapses. 

It has been a slow awakening. Too many 
scientists tolerated, for example, the sub-
stitution of profit for truth by the pharma-

ceutical industry. But now they watched in 
horror as the legal protections for clean air 
and clean water were denounced, simply 
because they interfere with the profits of 
those exploiting the Earth. It is deeply ironic 
that the Environmental Protection Agency 
itself is now threatened, as it was set up and 
strengthened by Republican presidents, 
who understood the need to protect and 
conserve our natural resources.

Now our phony 
conservative lead-
ers would like to 
sweep it all away 
in their rush to the 
dark side. On June 
1, they had a mo-
ment of triumph 
with the an-
nouncement that 
the U.S. will with-
draw from the 
2015 Paris climate 
change agree-
ment. In reality, 
their ignorance 
of the global 
issues we all face 
just confirms the 
irrelevance of our 
national leaders. It 
is another call for 
states and citizens 
to wake up and 
act. 

The wider 
conflict going 
on both in our 
society and around the world needs explicit 
discussion, because it must be faced con-
sciously. It is a broad struggle for the soul 
of humanity that has been ongoing but 
continually changing since the catastrophe 
of World War I a century ago. One aspect in 
recent decades is the consolidation of po-

June has thus far been a step backward for 
the nation—and for Vermont—in terms of 
combatting climate change.

President 
Trump announced 
on the first of the 
month that he 
plans to with-
draw the United 
States from the 
Paris Agreement, 
the pact signed 
in 2015 by 195 
nations that 
aimed to curb 
greenhouse gas 
emissions and 
promote environ-
mental action in 
the face of rising waters and unpredictable 
weather patterns.

Led by the governors of California, New 
York and Washington, twelve states have 
formed the U.S. Climate Alliance to pledge 
their continued support for the Paris Agree-
ment and its standards. Governor Phil Scott 
announced on June 2nd that Vermont will 
join the coalition and focus shared efforts 
with the government of Massachusetts to 
reduce regional emissions.

By Dr. Alan K. Betts

litical, economic and financial power in the 
hands of the elite. Underlying it are deeper, 
ego-based power struggles. These cannot 
be resolved without a change of mindset, 
because no amount of power and wealth 
will console and satisfy fearful egos.

What is happening is that many tradi-
tional patriarchal, libertarian, religious, 
racial, economic and financial frameworks 
are crumbling. Fear and desperation has 

been rising as groups fight for the survival 
of their threatened mindsets. Finally we 
have in Washington a pathetic but desper-
ate parody of the patriarchal system, which 
is willing to jettison everything rather than 
face themselves and their responsibilities 
to either the people or to the Earth. Their 

moral and intellectual collapse is illustrated 
by the fact that democracy, science and 
ethics were valued only as long as they 
served the interests of the powerful. 

So it is not surprising that opposition is 
on the rise. Many are justifiably fearful of 
what they may lose. What is needed how-
ever is a conscious opposition that is rooted 
in a compassionate awareness that we must 
stand up for an inclusive view, where all 
people and all life on Earth matter, because 
we are all deeply connected. 

Certainly, rooted 
awareness is a real 
threat to the fearful, 
egotistical plutocrats 
in power; but this 
should not be seen 
as yet another battle 
where the powerful 
could simply crush 
us. The moral and 
practical choices are so 
clear, that if we stand 
up in our communities 
and align ourselves 
with the Earth, their 
foolishness will likely 
crumble. But first we 
must confront the 
threat to the soul of 
democracy from thirty 
years of corruption 
by dark money. Next 
year will be the test to 
see whether democ-
racy still stands across 
America.

But summer is 
coming, so don’t stop 

planting because we need to feed each 
other. Let us cultivate the strength and vi-
sion of our communities.

Dr. Alan Betts of Atmospheric Research 
in Pittsford, Vermont is a leading climate 
scientist. Browse alanbetts.com.

The March for Science in Washington, D.C. on Earth Day, 2017. Photo source: Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS), 
www.ucsusa.org.

Although the accord states that no 
country can leave until November 4, 2020, 
the decisive speech—and the backlash that 
followed—marked the U.S. as a global outlier 

and reiterated 
Trump’s promises 
to loosen domes-
tic strictures on 
climate policy, 
most notably the 
Clean Power Plan. 

Consistent 
with that trend, 
there have been 
a number of June 
obstacles regard-
ing clean power. 
Wind energy has 
come under fire 
in Vermont after 

a string of noise complaints by residents 
situated near turbines. To address these 
grievances, the Public Service Board drew 
up guidelines that would enforce the lowest 
sound levels in the nation: 42 decibels during 
the day, and 39 at night.

These figures starkly contrast the aver-
age across the nation, which is roughly 45 
decibels—for context, that produces sound 
quieter than a typical conversation. 

Wind proponents refuted this proposal, 

arguing that development would 
be forced to cease, as wind towers 
would undoubtedly be unable 
to meet the stringent regula-
tions. Those on the other side of the debate 
maintain that the guidelines are necessary to 
protect human health.

As of June 8, the Public Service Board 
opted to delay further decisions regarding 
implementation. The sound guidelines are 
set to be revisited on June 22 by the Legisla-
tive Committee on Administrative Rules.

Apart from political energy battles, the 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department is 
warning residents of a “particularly bad” 
season for ticks. Stemming from warming 
climatic changes—including the suburban-
ization of forest land—that have welcomed 
increasing numbers of white-tailed deer 
and the white-footed mouse, the state’s tick 
population has surged. 

The risk of a tick bite is exceptionally high 
this year largely due to a strong New York 
crop of red and white oaks, which produce 
acorns that white-footed mice feed on. The 
mouse population, which are known carriers 
of Lyme, naturally saw an increase, prompt-
ing ticks in the area to feed on the mice and 
become carriers themselves. 

Vermont is now home to thirteen varieties 
of ticks, four of which carry diseases that 
may be transmitted to humans. Under these 
conditions, cases of Lyme disease have 
spiked from 60 in 2003 to 491 in 2015—with 
219 additional suspected cases. These figures 
mark the highest rate of infection per capita 
in the U.S. 

The risk won’t discourage the adventurous 
from spending the summer in the woods—
after venturing outdoors, Vermonters should 
just be sure to take the extra step of checking 
their clothing and person for ticks..

Kirsti Blow is a sophomore public com-
munication major at University of Vermont. She 
writes the briefs for UVM’s Vermont research 
newsletter published by the Center for Research 
on Vermont. Learn more at http://www.uvm.
edu/~crvt/. Kirsti is also a local musician in the 
Burlington area.
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